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CATW’s Mission

The Coalition Against Trafficking in Women (CATW) is a 
non-governmental organization that works to end human 
trafficking and the commerical sexual exploitation of women 
and girls. CATW is one of the world’s oldest organizations 
to fight human trafficking internationally and a leading 
abolitionist organization. CATW and our partners engage 
in advocacy, education, victim services and prevention 
programs for victims of trafficking and commercial sexual 
exploitation in Asia, Africa, Latin America, Europe, and North 
America, including in the United States.

Since 1988, CATW has provided widely recognized 
leadership at local, national, regional, and international levels, 
in promoting legislative, policy, and educational measures to 
raise awareness about the root causes of human trafficking. 
CATW holds Special Consultative Status with the United 
Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and was 
a key consultant at the UN Transnational Organized Crime 
Meetings in 1999 and 2000, the outcome of which being 
the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking 
in Persons, Especially of Women and Children (Palermo 
Protocol), the world’s most recognized legal instrument on 
human trafficking.

From the Chair of the Board
Aurora Javate-de Dios

When we opened our doors in 1988,  
human trafficking was an issue few had heard 
about. Two and a half decades later, with its 
exponential growth, trafficking has become 
a household name. We often do not think it 
happens in our communities, but it does. Every 
hour of the day. This 2012-2013 Biennial report 
gives a glimpse of our accomplishments and 
the tasks ahead. CATW continues to play a 

critical role in this global movement, engaging 
in legislative advocacy, providing services 
to victims, developing prevention programs, 
engaging men and boys, and most importantly, 
supporting the growing and critical leadership 
of survivors. The United Nations estimates that 
75 per cent of trafficked individuals are women 
and children, a majority of whom are being 
bought and sold in the sex trade for incalculable 
profits. Harm reduction policies are key in 
providing medical, legal, housing, psychological 
and social services to victims and survivors, 
but we cannot stop there if we want to end 
gender-based violence and exploitation. Harm 
elimination is our mission and our goal. Together, 
we can invest in a future where no woman, 
man, boy or girl is bought and sold for profit. 
We believe in a world where society no longer 
deems acceptable the purchase of another 
human being for commercial sex, whether on 
the streets, in brothels or online. Together, we 
must continue to urge governments to enact 
and implement strong anti-trafficking laws and 
meaningfully address the demand that fuels the 
sex trade. Together, we can achieve equality.
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At-a-Glance: 2012–2013

Women seeking exit 
strategies from prostitution 
and trafficking in Madrid and 
Sevilla received assistance 
from a mobile care unit 
through street outreach  
in Spain.

CATW-Europe advocated for 
the passage of the French bill 
penalizing demand.

India: In 2013, Apne Aap’s 
legislative advocacy led to 
trafficking becoming a criminal 
offense under Indian Penal Code 
for the first time.

In Albania, CATW supported 
the Women’s Media Group’s 
ongoing campaign,  
“Yes to Cultural Tourism,  
No to Sex Tourism.”

CATW-LAC strengthened its 
national networks in Guatemala, 
Nicaragua, Honduras, Panama, 
Costa Rica, El Salvador, Argentina, 
Haiti, Ecuador, Dominican Republic 
and Colombia.

CATW organized its first panel 
of survivor leaders, “Survivors 
Speak: Prostitution and Sex 
Trafficking,” at the 57th Session 
of the Commission on the Status 
of Women at the United Nations. 

Embrace Dignity launched a pilot 
program to provide psychosocial 
support and peer mentoring 
through ‘Sister Circles’ as an 
exit model for survivors of sex 
trafficking and prostitution.

CATW traveled to Ecuador to 
support partners’ “Changing 
practices…ending demand” 
workshops educating young 
men about masculinities, gender 
equality and consumption of 
commercial sex.

CATW partnered with the MiraMed 
Institute and the Angel Coalition in 
Moscow to carry out a major media 
campaign to raise awareness 
about human trafficking, which 
was covered in 22 newspaper 
articles, four radio broadcasts,  
and three television shows.

Over 140 Nigerian women 
successfully completed 
IROKO’s support and 
reintegration program

In the wake of Typhoon Yolanda 
(Haiyan), CATW-AP was among 
the first to respond and assist 
victims in the most affected 
provinces.
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April 25, 2012
CATW testified at a public 
hearing before the New York 
City Council Committee on 
Women’s Issues calling for 
the passage of Proposed 
Resolution No. 1226-A 
mandating Village Voice 
Media to stop accepting “adult 
services” advertisements 
on its online classified site, 

Backpage.com. Despite 
its claims that they monitor 
the “adult services” section, 
Backpage.com hosts ads that 
facilitate sex trafficking. 

June 20, 2012
In partnership with Prostitution 
Research and Education (PRE) 
and InterVarsity’s New York 
City Urban Project, CATW 

organized a successful protest 
at the Backpage New York 
City office (owned by Village 
Voice Media, LLC). This 
action was co-sponsored 
by 117 leading national and 
international anti-trafficking 
organizations and prominent 
individuals. Leading sex 
trafficking survivors turned 
activists Stella Marr, Joy 

Friedman, and Danielle 
Douglass opened the protest. 
Other speakers included 
CATW Board Member 
Dorchen Leidholdt, NYC 
Council Members Melissa 
Mark-Viverito and Brad 
Lander, author and activist 
Aaron Cohen, Nomi Network 
President Diana Mao, and 
InterVarsity’s New York 

City Urban Project Director 
Jonathan Walton. Singer-
songwriter Naja Rosa moved 
the crowd with her beautiful 
song, “Mountain of Love.” 
The talented young women 
of Project Girl Performance 
Collective performed scenes 
from Trafficked, a powerful play 
about the struggles of young 
prostituted women. Alicia 
Keys posted the campaign to 
her over 8 million followers on 
Facebook and Twitter, raising 
CATW’s profile on social media. 
The demonstration received 
media coverage, including in 
the New York Press and NBC, 

which will feature 
footage in its 
special program-
ming on human trafficking.

December 22, 2012

The US Senate passed 
Resolution 439, calling for 
Village Voice Media Holdings, 
LLC to “eliminate the adult 
entertainment” section of 
Backpage.com. As a result, 
Village Voice allegedly 
separated their online 
operations from their printed 
publications. Backpage 
continues to facilitate sex 
trafficking online.

CATW in Action
Continuing the Global Campaign  
for a Sex Trafficking-Free Internet

Executive Director, 
Norma Ramos 
(center), with fellow  
protesters at the 
rally held on  
June 20, 2013.

P e t i t i o n 
S i g n at o r i e s
A Call to Men
Aaron Cohen
Aboriginal 
Women’s Action 
Network
Alicia Keys
Ambassador 
Mark Lagon
Demand 
Abolition 
Frederick 
Douglass Family 
Foundation
Geebo.com
Gloria Steinem
Jane Fonda
Robin Morgan
Temple 
Committee 
Against Human 
Trafficking
Soroptimist 
International of 
the Americas
The Women’s 
Media Center
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Outreach

April 2013
Rachel Moran, survivor 
and founder of SPACE 
International (Survivors of 
Prostitution – Abuse Calling 
for Enlightenment) published 
the critically-acclaimed 
book “Paid For: My Journey 
Through Prostitution.” Rachel 
Moran has been leading 
efforts to have the Nordic 
Model passed in Ireland. 
CATW has been working 
closely with Rachel to sup-
port these efforts and raise 
awareness about her book.

July 2013
In her latest book, Not a 
Choice, Not a Job: Exposing 
the Myths about Prostitution 
and the Global Sex Trade, 
CATW Board Member 
Janice Raymond exposes 
how legalized prostitution in 
the Netherlands, Germany, 
Australia, and Nevada fuels 
sex trafficking and endan-
gers women.

“This is an extraordinary work that will 
serve for years as the go-to book on 
the relationship between sex slavery 
and prostitution. Janice Raymond, who 
has spent decades wrestling with the 
prostitution challenge, has covered 
every nook and cranny of this issue: the 
history, the efficacy of present practices 
and, where we should go from here.”

John Miller 
Former U.S. Ambassador-at-Large  

of Modern Day Slavery; former member of  
the U.S. House of Representatives (R-WA);  

and former director of the U.S. State Department’s  
Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking  

in Persons from 2002-2006
Creating a Shift. 

The World Book Encyclopedia invited Executive Director, Norma Ramos, to 
write the definition on human trafficking for its new edition. She also worked on  
the definition for prostitution, essential to creating a cultural shift recognizing 
prostitution as violence against women and a violation of human rights. This 
cultural shift is necessary to create policy change that will lead to criminalization 
of the traffickers, pimps and johns, rather than the prostituted women.
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Legislative Advocacy

Albania. 
CATW, along with Briseida 
Mema and Luljeta Buza of 
the Women’s Media Group 
in Albania and CATW Board 
member, Malka Marcovich, 
met with the Deputy Minister 
for Gender Equality of the EU 
to discuss Albania’s approach 
in addressing the sex industry. 

Cuba. 
At the Annual Gender and 
Justice Meeting in La Havana, 
Cuba, CATW Board members 
Asunción Miura and Teresa 
Ulloa Ziáurriz, and Agnete 
Strom of The Women’s 
Front in Norway, presented 
The Scandinavian Model 
to Prevent and Combat 
Trafficking in Women and 
Girls: Its Evaluation and 
Implementation in Latin 
America and the Caribbean. 

France.
In December 2013, the 
French Assembly passed a 
bill imposing stiff fines on sex 
buyers, while exempting the 

women in prostitution from 
criminal liability. 

Ireland. 
In August 2012, CATW 
submitted a letter to the 
Joint Oireachtas Committee 
on Justice, Equality and 
Defense of Ireland, urging 
Ireland to adopt a law to 
criminalize the purchase of 
sex. In June 2013, the Joint 
Oireachtas Committee on 
Justice, Equality and Defense 
of Ireland released a report 
called “Review of Legislation 
on Prostitution,” which sum-
marized the extensive con-
sultation process and recom-
mended the criminalization of 
demand to the legislative body.  

Israel. 
In conjunction with our part-
ners in Israel, CATW submit-
ted a letter to the Minister of 
Justice, Yaacov Neeman, in 
support of their government’s 
adoption of the Prohibition of 
Consumption of Prostitution 
Services and Community 
Treatment Bill.

Philippines. 
YSAGE’s youth graduates 
played a significant role in the 
passage of the Reproductive 
Health Law (Republic Act 
10345). On December 18, 
2012, legislators approved the 
bill amid a decade of opposi-
tion from conservative sectors 
of the country. The law, which 
took thirteen years to pass, 
will allow sex education in 
schools and ensure access, 
especially for poor women,  
to information and services  
for contraception. 

The Philippines Senate 
released a Committee report 
on the Anti-Prostitution Bill 
(Senate Bill 3382) for which 
CATW-AP, YSAGE, and other 
allied networks have been 
advocating. The bill would 
decriminalize prostituted 
persons, especially women, 
would criminalize the buyer, 
and strengthen penalties 
against pimps and traffickers 
in the sex industry. 

New York State Legislation: 
Trafficking Victims Protection  
and Justice Act (TVPJA)
In May 2012, Sanctuary for Families, CATW, and the National 
Organization for Women (New York City) traveled to Albany, 
calling on New York state Senate legislators to support the 
TVPJA. This proposed legislation would improve the state’s 
efforts to end human trafficking by enhancing protection for 
trafficked victims, particularly commercially sexually exploited 
children. The bill also increases accountability, among other 
measures, for buyers of commercial sex, pimps and traffickers, 
who are key to the growth of this multi-billion dollar industry.

Promoting the 
Nordic Model* 
Around  
the World

CATW continues to 
advocate for (1) a shift in 
policy towards the Nordic 
Model, (2) and a shift in 
attitudes towards greater 
public understanding of 
exploitation of women 
and girls in the sex 
trade and (3) a shift in 
cultural attitudes towards 
prostitution by redefining 
it as the “world’s oldest 
oppression,” raising 
awareness around the 
realties of commercial 
sexual exploitation,  
the end point of  
sex trafficking. 

 
A Worldwide Shift Toward the Nordic Model

*In 1999, the Government of Sweden passed a law criminalizing  
the purchase of sex (demand) and decriminalizing the sale of sex.  
The governments of Iceland and Norway followed suit,  
thus leading to the creation of the “Nordic Model,” a set of laws  
that recognize prostitution as inherently exploitative and inflicting  
harm on women and society.
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Commission on the Status of Women 2012
At the 56th Session of the 
Commission on the Status of 
Women (CSW) at the United 
Nations (UN) in New York City, 
CATW presented two panels 
and contributed valuable aboli-
tionist insights to other key dis-
cussion forums. CSW’s theme 
was “The Empowerment 
of Rural Women and their 
Role in Poverty and Hunger 
Eradication, Development and 
Current Challenges.”

CATW’s first panel, titled “Rural 
Supply/Urban Demand: How 

Male Buyers Drive the Global 
Sex Industry,” included Jean 
Enriquez, Regional Director 
of CATW-Asia Pacific; Malka 
Marcovich, CATW’s European 
Representative, and Victor 
Malarek, author of The Johns: 
Sex for Sale and the Men Who 
Buy It. 

The second panel, “The 
Trafficking of Rural Women: 
From Poverty to Bondage to 
Empowerment,” was co-spon-
sored by the Congregation of 
Our Lady of Charity of the Good 

Shepherd. Panelists included 
Esohe Aghatise, Executive 
Director of IROKO, and CATW 
Board Member; Beatriz Elena 
Rodríguez Rengifo, co-founder 
of Asociación de Mujeres 
Productoras de Cárnicos 
(ASOMUPCAR), and a member 
of CATW-LAC; Christina Stark, 
activist and author of “Nickels: 
A Tale of Dissociation”; and 
Darlene Rigo and Samantha 
Grey, members of the 
Aboriginal Women’s Action 
Network (AWAN). 

Commission on the Status of Women 2013
CATW was once again an 
active participant at the 57th 
Session of CSW in March 2013. 
The priority theme was The 
Elimination and Prevention of 
All Forms of Violence Against 
Women and Girls. CATW 
sponsored two panels, mod-
erated one, and had several 
Board members participate in 
key events. In the first panel, 
Ending Impunity: Holding the 
DSKs, Elliot Spitzers and the 
Berlusconis Accountable, 

panelists included Esohe 
Aghatise, Malka Marcovich, 
Teresa Ulloa Ziaurriz, Regional 
Director of CATW Latin 
American and the Caribbean, 
Natasha Henry, Founder 
of Gender Company; and, 
Dorchen Leidholdt, Director of 
Legal Services at Sanctuary for 
Families, who moderated  
the discussion. 

As a continuation of CATW’s 
efforts to support the voices of 

survivors, CATW organized a 
panel of leaders in the field from 
around the world. Panelists 
included Vednita Carter, 
Founder and Executive Director 
of Breaking Free; Stella Marr, 
Author and Founding Member 
of Sex Trafficking Survivors 
United; Rachel Moran, Founder 
of SPACE International; Natasha 
Falle, International Co-Founder 
of Sex Trade 101, and; Theresa 
Der-Lan Yeh, of Taipei Women’s 
Rescue Foundation. 

Conference 
of the Parties 
to the United 
Nations 
Convention 
against 
Transnational 
Organized Crime 
in Vienna 
On October 18, 2012 
Marta Torres presented 
on the Nordic Model at 
the Conference of the 
Parties to the United 
Nations Convention Against 
Transnational Organized 
Crime in Vienna. A copy of 
the transcript is available on 
the CATW website. 

CATW at the UN Scan to watch the  
CSW 57 Survivors’ Panel

Panelists Rachel Moran (Ireland), 
Founder of SPACE International; 
Natasha Falle (Canada), International 
Co-Founder of Sex Trade 101, and 
Vednita Carter (USA), Founder and 
Executive Director of Breaking Free 
present at the 57th Session of CSW.



CAT W   B iennial Report 2012/2013  |   1312  |   CAT W   B iennial Report 2012/2013

Celebrating International 
Human Rights Day: 

Students from YSAGE 
mobilized a flash mob, 

led by CATW-AP and the 
World March of Women, 
on December 10, 2012, 

International Human Rights 
Day, as a contribution  

to the 24 Hours of  
Feminist Action. 

Education. 
CATW-Asia Pacific designed and conducted 
innovative educational camps to inform and 
enlighten young people about gender equality 
and the demand for commercial sex that fuels 
sex trafficking. A total of 510 young women 

and men were trained 
over the course of 2012-
2013. In partnership 
with former graduates 
of the program, Youth 
and Students Advancing 
Gender Equality (YSAGE), 
CATW-AP organized three 
youth camps from March 
to July involving 73 young 
women and men from the 

Central Luzon, National Capital, and Negros 
Occidental regions. 
The participants showed a shift in attitudes 
about masculinity and the purchase of 
prostituted sex with 90% of the answers 
indicating increased understanding of the 
issue, personal confidence, and a rights-based 
analysis of commercial sexual exploitation.  

Action. 
On November 8, 2013, Typhoon Yolanda 
(Haiyan) devastated portions of Southeast 
Asia, particularly the Philippines. It was one of 
the strongest tropical cyclones ever recorded 
and the deadliest on record with at least 6,268 

causalities. CATW-AP was among the first to 
respond to calls for help, assisting victims in 
the most affected areas. Among the affected 
provinces in the Visayas were some of the 
poorest provinces of the country, which have 
historically high records of trafficking in women 
and children.
November 13-17, 2013 – CATW-AP staff 
brought relief goods to the towns of Samar 
and Leyte. They also scanned the areas for 
situations of violence against women, includ-
ing trafficking. Lists of missing persons were 
collected, and through the use of social me-
dia, CATW-AP was able to locate many of the 
missing persons and reunite the families. 

November 16-19, 2013 – CATW-AP carried 
out a food drop mission in the Caluya group 
of islands in Antique, a region that lacked 
access to fresh water sources. 

CATW Partners
CATW – Asia Pacific

Of the youth 
camp attendees, 
30-75% of the 
young women 
had been victims 
of sexual abuse.

“Where are the Boys?”

Sheic, one of the young woman graduates from the 
camp held at Antipolo, said she was exhilarated by 
the participation of young men in the camp because 
in gender trainings the usual question is “where are 
the boys?” She added, “One very striking part for 
me was when prostitution was discussed in differ-
ent means…I do now know what a woman has gone 
through, why she’s coming up with a certain deci-
sion, or if she ever had a choice in the first place.

I also learned that indeed, no woman [would] ever 
wish to purposefully trade sex for money.  

They are vulnerable and exploited.”
Sheic, YSAGE Graduate

A trainer presenting a tableau about empowered women  
at a youth camp in the National Capital Region

CATW-AP staff brings relief goods  
to the towns of Samar and Leyte
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Education. 
In 2012, CATW-LAC 
expanded and strengthened 
its national networks in 
Guatemala, Nicaragua, 
Honduras, Panama, Costa 
Rica, El Salvador, Argentina, 
Haiti, Ecuador, Dominican 
Republic, and Colombia. 
During this expansion, 110 
participants were educated 
about the demand for 
commercial sex that fuels 
sex trafficking. 
In Ecuador, The Cascos 
Rosas (Pink Helmets) 
provided 900 teenagers and 
young people with training 
on raising awareness on 
gender equality, violence 
and ways of expressing 
masculinity. The group, 
who originally had 33 

members involved in the 
first workshops, has since 
expanded to include 140 
members. Damián Valencia, 
a member of Cascos Rosas, 
says belonging to the group 
has had a major impact on 
his life.

In 2012, CATW-LAC had 310 
media hits, including in-print 
and online press, radio,  
and TV. 

Legislative 
Advocacy.
In April 2012, Mexico 
passed the General 
Law on the Prevention, 
Punishment, and Eradication 
of Crimes of Trafficking 
in Persons and the 
Protection and Assistance 
of Victims of such Crimes 
(LGPSETP-2012). Preceded 
by constitutional reform, this 
law must be applied in all 
federal states of Mexico.

Action. 
The Red Alert System (RAS) is in its fifth 
and sixth years, respectively, and continues 
to locate and rescue missing women and 
children. In 2012-2013, CATW-LAC found 

84 persons, 65 of 
which were rescued 
alive and 19 were 
deceased. CATW-
LAC also delivered 
medical attention to 
15 victims, counseling 
support to 25 families, 
legal advisory and 
representation for 

75 cases, and humanitarian services to 50 
victims and their families. 
CATW-LAC facilitated two family reunifications 
and implemented transitional homes, an 
educational program, vocational training 
and productive projects with the aim of 
empowering victims to become survivors. 

CATW Partners
CATW – Latin America and the Caribbean

In the six-year 
lifespan of the 
project, 1,037 
women and 
children have 
been rescued.

“A definite change is 
taking place. They are 
not afraid of showing 

themselves as they are, 
and neither do they  
say, ‘poor women,  

such victims!’  
because it is an issue 
both men and women 

have to work on.”
Carolina Félix, 

Youth Director of Cascos Rosas  
on the importance of the  

participation of young men and  
boys in gender equality training. 

A mother is 
reunited with her 
family through 
the Red Alert 
System’s Family 
Reunifications.
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CATW is honored to announce its newest 
regional partner, Embrace Dignity. Based in 
Cape Town, South Africa, Embrace Dignity 
advocates for legal reform to end prostitution 
and sex trafficking, and offers services and 
support to women seeking exit.
Embrace Dignity is motivated by the funda-
mental right to human dignity, enshrined in 
Section 10 of the South African Constitution. 
In the context of high levels of unemployment, 
poverty and inequality, prostitution is not a free 
‘choice’. It offers a bleak, desperate means of 
survival for women already socially and eco-
nomically marginalized. 

Advocacy. 
Embrace Dignity calls for implementation of 
existing legislation to prevent violence against 
women and provide services to victims. In addi-
tion, they advocate for the passage of Trafficking 
in Persons (TIP) Bill, and harmonization of cur-
rent constitutional, legal, and policy initiatives to 
prevent violence against women, commercial 
sexual exploitation and human trafficking.  

Research. 
In December 2012, in collaboration with the 
University of Cape Town Knowledge Co-op 
and the Psychology Department, Embrace 
Dignity held a seminar to discuss research 
around prostitution. 

Services and Support. 
In 2012, Embrace Dignity launched an ‘exit 
model’ pilot program, providing psychosocial 
support and peer mentoring to prostituted 
women through ‘Sister Circles.’  

Public Education. 
Embrace Dignity aims to build consensus and 
increase social mobilization through public 
awareness of the links between poverty, exploi-
tation, and violations of human rights, through a 
concerted information and education campaign 
in the media and civil society.

In October 2013, Embrace Dignity participated 
in a Photovoice project, in collaboration with 
the University of Cape Town’s Psychology 
Department. Photovoice is a participatory ac-
tion research method that uses photography 
techniques and story-telling for individuals and 
communities that are typically marginalized from 
decision-making and access to resources with 
the view of promoting empowerment and social 
action. The final products are showcased in a 
photography exhibit open to the public.

IROKO helps hundreds of Nigerian women 
trafficked into Turin, Italy, every year. 

As a result of the 2012 financial crisis, and 
despite a significant surge in the number of traf-
ficked women requiring assistance, many service 
providers in the region had to close their doors. 

Fortunately, IROKO was able to continue 
providing its vital services including training 
courses and direct financial assistance.  

Hope for Joy 
One of IROKO’s clients, Joy*, recounts a tragedy 
thousands of women like her share. Joy was 
tricked into believing a job as a restaurant hostess 

awaited her in Europe. Instead, when she arrived 
in Italy, not only did she learn that the position did 
not exist, her traffickers told her she owed them 
thousands of Euros. Joy rejected the “madam’s” 
orders to prostitute herself to repay her debt, so 
she was raped repeatedly and chained to a bed 
until she obeyed. After years of suffering at the 
hands of her traffickers and pimps, Joy managed 
to escape. After the police brought Joy to IROKO, 
she is now rebuilding her life.  

Education. 

In 2012, IROKO created the International Network 
of Youths to combat violence against women. 
By the conclusion of the project, the Network 
consisted of ten students between the ages of 17 
and 29, representing Italy, Canada, Croatia, the 
UK, Nigeria, Australia, Turkey, and the U.S.  

*Name has been changed 

CATW Partners
IROKO ONLUS

CATW Partners
Embrace Dignity

13 Nigerian women
received financial assistance

Three of the women 
supported by IROKO 
graduated
from the Polytechnic and senior high 
schools in Nigeria 

15 women gained 
employment
after completing IROKO’s employment 
support training

Photo taken by 
Photovoice project 
participant
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February 11, 2012
Ruchira Gupta, Founder 
and President of Apne Aap 
and CATW Board member, 
received the Times Now 
Amazing Indians Awards, 
Street Shakti category, in  
New Delhi. 

Ruchira has been a key ad-
vocate in the fight against sex 
trafficking. She became in-
volved with the issue in 1995, 
while working as a journalist 
and shooting her Emmy-
winning documentary The 
Selling of Innocents. Today, 
Apne Aap, touches the lives 
of thousands of women 
throughout India. Ruchira 
has worked extensively with 
the UN and has developed 
national action plans for 
women’s empowerment and 
laws against human traffick-
ing in many countries.

Introducing the Immoral 
Traffic Act of India.
In 2013, Apne Aap was successful in chang-
ing the law in India so that, for the first time, 
trafficking was made a criminal offense under 
the Indian Penal Code. 

The Immoral Traffic Act of India recognizes 
that any person(s) who keeps, knows, uses, 
allows, or knowingly acts in correlation with a 
brothel or similar places, is punishable by law. 
It also recognizes that any person(s) who is 
profiting, coercing, taking, paying, controlling, 
or compelling another on behalf of a prosti-
tuted person, whether over or under the age 
of 18, is punishable by law. 

The Nat community, found in Northern India, 
is a “Scheduled Caste” known for the harmful 
cultural practice of intergenerational prostitu-
tion. This practice demands the acceptance 
of young women, mothers, and daughters to 
enter the sex trade for the purpose of profit. 
While this practice is rooted in the problem of 
poverty and colonialism, it remains a serious 
human rights violation based on sex inequality 
and gender-based violence. 

Awards & RecognitionCATW Partners
Apne Aap

September 24, 2012
Fordham Law School awarded 
Norma Ramos the Life of 
Commitment Award from 
the Feerick Center for Social 
Justice at Fordham Law.

May 25, 2012

Norma Ramos  
was the first recipient  
of the Pioneering & 
Leadership Award  
at the Trafficking in 
America Task Force 
Conference

Thanks to the hard work of the Apne Aap 
staff, four girls were the first from the  
Nat community to enter junior college  
in Patna Bihar. 

August 29, 2012

Executive Director  
of CATW-AP,  

Jean Enriquez,  
was bestowed the 

highest honor given  
by a local government  
as “Natatanging Anak  

ng Pagbilao”  
(Distinguished Child  

of Pagbilao).
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THANK YOU
We would like to thank the following individuals  

and institutions for their generosity

$100,000+
Kvinnefronten I Norge
NoVo Foundation

$10,000 - 99,999
Patrick and Aimee 
Butler Family 
Foundation 
Imago Dei Fund
UN Voluntary Trust
InMaat Foundation
Valentine Foundation

$5,000 – 9,999
Edouard 
Laurent-Bellue 
Mr. & Mrs. Philippe 
Bernard**
Carol McDaneld* 

$1,000 – 4,999
Dorothy Cherry* 
Dale Kete Cockrell, II 
Rachel Duda 
Dominique Gallego 
Elena Goode 
Louis Kines 
 

Dorchen A Leidholdt 
Ali Lichtenstein 
Heather MacLeod 
David & Carol Myers 
Foundation 
Godfrey Perrott 
Maryjay Thacker 
The Rachel and Ben 
Vaughan Foundation 
Michael J Wick 
Sarah Wynne 

$500 – 999
Catherine Brennan 
Amy Carson* 
Robert Doublin 
Margot Green 
Jonathan Higham* 
Marlyne Israelian 
Debra Milek 
Brent Morris* 
Christopher Ries

$100 – 499
James A Losey & 
Alexandra E Acosta 
Christopher Bailey 

Sundae 
Schneider-Bean 
Samuel F Beardsley 
Douglas Besharov 
Nando Raynolds & 
Sharon Bolles
Catelyn Bottom 
Virginia Boynton 
Paula & Jack N 
Buchiane 
Anne Camacho 
Wanda Cea
Dan Cromidas* 
Lynnette Crowley 
Tony DeFalco 
Adriana Kugler & 
Ignacio Donoso 
Doug & Dawn Earle 
George Eng* 
Michael Fontana 
Caroline T Gaebel
Tormod Gjedrem 
Geoff Heim 
Vicki Heizler 
Gabriel Holmes 
Sunita Jaswal 

Danielle Jelks 
Khusbu Joshi 
Rick Karp 
Kappa Phi Lambda 
Sorority 
Kent School’s Mission 
Committee 
Yoon Kim
Blair Kines 
Catherine Labio 
Henry and Eva 
Lapidos 
Richard Loewenstein 
Araz Mannadov 
Kelly Marschel 
Glenn Marshall 
Randall M Miller 
Majid Mufti 
Tyler Mundy 
Diane Niuman 
Jennifer O’Boyle 
Gurpreet Oberoi 
Rachel Orsie* 
Katherine Reed 
Sophie Richardoz  

Adrienne Rodriguez  
Leslie Sacks 
Sisters of The Good 
Shepherd 
James & Sharon 
Taylor 
Funsun Tufanyazici* 
Gregory Tutunjian* 
Todd Van Son 
Maura Vanderzon 
Mihn Vo 
Sanjay Vora 
Jonathan Woodruff 
Harry & Diane Young 

Under $100
Allison Adamson 
Linda Ahlström 
Diana D Anderson 
Holly Anderson 
Mark Greenberg & 
Sara B Anderson 
Nancy Barr* 
Amy Benson 
Brian Bernards 
Hitesh Bhalala 
Joan R Kahn & 
Leonard Blackman 
John Bound 
Tamar Kieval Brill 
Kimberly Brown 
Taylor Buckley 
William James 
Carrington 
Charoline Shing 
Chang 
Vilma Chuy 

Maria Cipollone 
Alexandra Clermont 
Pascal Cohen 
Laura Coppin 
Christopher Costabile 
James Daehler 
Matthew Daugherty 
Betsy Dewey 
Camila Domonoske
Peter & Marian 
Edelman 
Vivian Edelson 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven 
Eskin 
Jason Farrow 
Leandro Fazio 
Jeffrey Fox 
Robert Franklin 
Patricia Friedman 
Catherine Fry* 
Robert Grubel 
Joel Guerrero 
Iris B Guillen 
Pat Gustin 
Ann and Jim Harman 
Haley Harthhausen 
Ron & Susann H 
Haskins 
Connie Henderson 
Keith Henriques 
Konrad Hernblad
Carolyn Hill 
Thomas Hinch 
Kirti Holmes* 
Swanee Hunt 

Peter & Anne 
Jeliazkov 
Wedol Johnson 
Matthew Kane 
Karin Kelleher 
Tracey Key 
Brandi Kines 
D.R. Kines 
Carol Kranowitz 
Maya Krupa 
June Kyakobye
Linsey Lee 
Jessie Leiken 
Nancy Letsinger 
Jennie Litvack 
Crystal Liu 
Monique Lopez 
Sue and Eric Marx 
Bettie Menchik 
Robert Miller 
Tracey Mills* 
Javed Mohammed 
Eric W Glantz & 
Jessica Nassau 
Tricia (Kendall) 
Nudelman 
Mira Oreck 
Valerie Overholt 
Sokie Paulin 
Thomas Pazdan 
Marion Pearson 
Edie Perlis 
Capitulo Argentino 
Pidhdd 
Simon Powell 

Jordon Preston 
Matthew Price 
Henry Primarolo 
Sreenivasulu Pulijala 
Alex Chartove & 
Lauren R Randel 
Sid and Sandy 
Schwarz 
David & Lisa Seid 
Dean Sijakovic 
Sirens, Simmons 
College acappella 
group 
Rita Simoes 
Lisa Shambaugh 
Melina Sherbs 
Jennifer Snelling 
Olumide Sowunmi 
Tracy Stewart* 
Rhoda L Fox Ttee 
Victoria Wachino 
Carol Miaskoff 
Weissler 
Angela Williams 
Mary Wilcox 
Kathryn A Wotring 
Margaret A. Jones & 
Barry M. Wright 
Wilson Xu 
Doni Yokoi 
Jeffrey Zax 

*Monthly contributors 
**In-Kind

Donors 2012–2013
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2012
FUNDING  
SOURCES

Financials

2012
EXPENSES

2013
EXPENSES

2013
FUNDING  
SOURCES

17% Individual Donors

59% Foundations

12% Individual Donors

73% Foundations

24% Government 15% Government

Fundraising 9.7% 

Program 80.5%

Operating & Admin 9.6%

Fundraising 9% 

Program 79%

Operating & Admin 12%

Do you want to put an end 
to trafficking in your lifetime? 
Make a contribution today by 

scanning the QR code. 

*Figures are from Coalition Against Trafficking in Women’s  
2012 and 2013 990, which includes in-kind goods.  
A copy of our financial reports can be found on our website  
www.catwinternational.org.
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Denise Pouillion Falco was one of the most 
dedicated leaders in the feminist movement 
to abolish prostitution. In France, Denise built 
this abolitionist movement that included her 
aunt, Marcelle Legrand Falco, and Josephine 

Butler who fought to end the state-sponsored 
Napoleanic system of prostitution, established 
in 1804. In the 1930s, Denise and other 
feminists founded the Union Temporaire 
Contre la Prostitution Réglementée et la Traite 
des Femmes (Provisional Union Against the 
Regulation of Prostitution and the Traffic of 
Women). Thanks to their legal advocacy, France 
rendered pimping and brothels illegal in 1946. 
Their tireless efforts also led to the enactment 
of the groundbreaking 1949 Convention for the 
Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the 
Prostitution of Others. Denise also held high-
level positions in the International Abolitionist 
Federation (IAF). She campaigned well into 
her nineties, including publicly denouncing the 
efforts of the Dutch government and groups 
supporting the sex industry to export policies 
on legalization of prostitution. Denise died 
peacefully at home at 97 years old in Paris on 
May 17, 2013. We will miss her leadership and 
vision in recognizing prostitution as one of the 
worst forms of violence against women and 
gender inequality. Her immense contributions 
live on as France is now renewing its legal  
and historic commitment toward the abolition  
of prostitution. 

CATW Remembers 

Denise Pouillion Falco

Board of Directors

Aurora Javate-de Dios
President
Philippines

Esohe Aghatise
Italy

Vednita Carter
U.S.A.

Ruchira Gupta
India

Dorchen Leidholdt
U.S.A.

Asunción Miura
Spain

Janice Raymond
U.S.A.

Teresa Ulloa Ziáurriz
Mexico

Executive Director
Norma Ramos

CATW salutes the human rights leaders around the 
world who with great vision have successfully worked to 
change the legal framework that focuses on the demand  
for prostitution and targets sex trafficking, now known as 
the Nordic Model.
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